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To the Reverend 
DR. HUD DE SFOR D 
Vicz-CnAMCRLLOoR of the 


UNIVERSITY of OXFORD, &c. 


Reverend Sir, 
7 O U was pleas'd to make Choice of 
L me to preach This Anniverſary 
4 Sermon, as a Perſon, I will ſuppoſe, 
Z whom You thought not unlikely to do Fuſ- 
tice to the Occaſion. I thank You for the 
Compliment, for Such I truly eſteem it, 
and have endeavour'd, after my poor 
Faſhion, to anfwer Your Expectation. 
Herein I have been ſo Fortunate, as to 
5 be Honour d with the Thanks of the Heads 
7 of Houſes for This Diſcourſe, and with 
the farther Compliment of a Requeſt for 
its Publication, Tho it was compos d 
| $5 with 


[Iv 

with humbler Thoughts, yet 1 felt the 
leſs Unwillingneſs to comply with Your 
Requeſt, as it afforded me an Opportu- 
nity of ſhewing my Deference and Reſpect 
70 Perſons in Authority, which I am e- 
der ready to do, and likewiſe of paying 
4 Seaſonable Tribute of Duty and Aﬀec- 
tion to HIS MAJESTY, which I 
bope may be done, on Such Fit Occaſions 
eſpecially, without Affectation, and with 
the utmoſt Good-meaning. But the Mo- 
tive of Greateft Weight with me, I do 

aſſure You Mr. Vice-Cbancellor, was, 
by Means of This Opportunity, to let the 
World fee, (what there has appear d in 
Some a Diſpoſition to doubt) that Lec- 
tures of Loyalty are both Read, and Fa- 
vourably Receiv'd, in the Univerſity. 
May This be the Caſe Always, and jo 
Clearly and Convincingly the Caſe, as en- 
tirely to ſatisfy the True Friends of the 
Umnverfity, and filence for ever all un- 
reaſonable Clamour. Tis to no Purpoſe 
| j „ | 20 
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4 Public Sanction prefix d to it, may 


1 


to difſemble what is too Wotorious, I fear, 
that the Learned Body, over Which You 
preſide, has been fallin upon of late with 


very little Ceremony, in Severe and Un- 


diſtinguiſhing Reflections, as devoid, I 


truſt, of all Truth, as of Candour and 


Common Decency. Some People may 


take upon them to Contemn Theſe Re- 
| proaches, I can't but think it the Bet- 


ter Way to Confute Them, by Such De- 
clarations and Such a Conduct as J 
am ſure No Honeſt Man need be Aſba- 
ned of. You have ſet the Example Wur- 
ſelf, Mr. Vice-Cbancellor, in very Du- 
tiful Profeſſions of Loyalty and Affection, 
and will be follow'd, I hope, by All of 
Us who bear Office in the Univerſity, 
both Regularly and Uniformly in the Ge- 
neral Courſe of Our Conduct, and more 


 Publickly, as Fit Occaſions come in Our 


Way. TI have been taught to hope, that 
the Sending Abroad This Diſcourſe, with 
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ne 
do Service under Theſe Circumſtances, 
and help in fome Meaſure to clear the 


Untverſity from Charges ſo utterly In- 


conſiſtent with Its Honour and Welfare. 
F thus it fall out, or if ought elſe J 


can Say or Do may in any wiſe con- 


duce to fo Defireable an End, I ſhall 
Rejoyce exceedingly, and eſteem it an 
Ample Recompence of my poor Pains. 


J am, 
Reverend Sir, 
Your moſt Reſpetful 
end Met tionate 
Hunble Seruant 


Hertford College, 
July 15. 1755. 


W. SHARP. 


CS 


PSALM LXXII. 


Give the King thy Fudgements, O God, 
and thy Righteouſneſs unto the Kings 
Son. He ſhall judge thy People with 
Righteouſneſs, and thy Poor with 
Judgement, &c. | 


HIS is the Laſt of the Pſalms of Da- 
vid, as we are told at the Cloſe of it; 
which I conceive to be no more than 
an Intimation from the Editor, that 

all the Royal Author's Exerciſes of this Sort, 

aſcertain'd and current at that Time, conclude 
with this P/alm, reſerv'd perhaps on the ſcore of 
its ſpecial Excellence, as well as the probable 

Date of its Compoſition, to cloſe His Collection. 

That it was indited towards the Decline of Life 

the Subject leads us to ſuppoſe; but the Laſt 

Parting Strain of the ſweet P/a/mi/t, Illa tanquam 

Cycnea Vox divint Hominis, is elſewhere regiſtred, 


and is ſo much of a piece, both in Subject and 


Sentiment, with the Pſalm we have in hand, that 
oy mY 85 
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it may probably give ſome Light to this latter ; 
which yet in its own native Beauty, and with- 
out any borrow'd Luſtre, is ſufficiently ſtriking, 
and muſt affect all who have not an utter Inſen- 
ſibility to the Charms of Poetry. 
But to form a true Judgement and Notion of 


this elegant Hymn, it will be neceſſary to call to 


mind the Occaſion on which it was compos d, 


and to have an Eye withal to the cuſtomary 


Manner of exhibiting ſuch Performances. The 
Title runs -A Pſalm for Solomon—and the Con- 

juncture that gave Birth to it, Expoſitors, one 
and all, agree to have been this. — David Him- 


ſelf being well nigh worn out with Years and 


the Weight of Government, (as Princes, the 


very Beſt of them, to their Country's ſad Loſs 


oftentimes, muſt partake of the common Lot, 


and have no way of making themſelves Immor- 


tal but by their good Deeds, which are privileg'd 
beyond the Date of thoſe of ordinary Men) the 


Good Old King in theſe Circumſtances would 
naturally be ſollicitous to repay the Affections of 


faithful Subjects, by providing, what in Him 


which ſo great Bleſſings depended, David thought 


lay, for their future Peace and Proſperity, Ac- 
cordingly with this View, and becauſe Pretenſions 
had been ſet on foot, to the endangering the 
Publick Safety, and diſturbing that Succeſſion on 


fit 


[ 3] 


fit at this Time to declare His Succeſſor (a Pro- 
viſion ever held expedient in Times of the great- 
eſt Quiet) and, having God's expreſs and indu- 
bitable Warrant for ſo doing, gave Command to 
Zadok the Prieſt and Nathan the Prophet to a- 
noint Solomon His Son, whom God before His 
Birth had deſtin'd to that high Station. By Vir- 
tue of which Unction I ſee no reaſon to ſuppoſe 
that Solomon was forthwith inveſted with the 
whole Regal Authority, but only that He was 
eſtabliſh'd the undoubted Heir of the Kingdom 
by ſuch publick and ſolemn Deſignation. 
The Forms and Ceremonies uſual on ſuch 
great Occaſions, fave this ſpecial One of Anoint- 
ing, Scripture is filent about; but in a Matter 
of that Important and National Concern, and 
among ſſraehtes too, no Sort of Magnificence 
was wanting we may be certain, and Religion, 
no doubt, had a large Share in the Solemnity, 
and much Supplication and Thankſgiving there 
was to God for the Continuance and Increaſe of 
His Bleſſing unto Sion. 
The P/a/m choſen for the Subject of your 
preſent Meditation I ſuppoſe to have made a 
Part of that Day's Devotion, and to have been 
celebrated in the great Congregation, ſet off and 
ennobled with all the Graces and Elevations of 
ana. For ſuch Uſe and Purpoſe were Da- 
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vid's Pſalms, the greateſt Part of them, com- 
pos'd; which, tho' beautiful in every Shape, 
even as they lie cold before the Reader's Eye, 
yet ow'd much of their Grace and Energy to 
the Skill and Maſterly Hand of the Muſician, 
and will always be perus'd by us with greater 


Pleaſure whilſt this Circumſtance is kept in 


view. We come now to the P/aln itſelf, which 
I ſhall firſt recite, as well Simply as in Para- 
pbraſtic Form, adding withal ſuch Reffecfions 
as the ſeveral Particulars we meet with may 
chance to ſuggeſt; and afterward ſhall make 
ſuch Uſe and Application of the whole, as may 
beſt ſuit the Purpoſe of this Day's Solemnity. 
The Opening of the Pſahn is quick and ſud- 
den, in Words that come warm, and burſting, 
as it were, from the Hearts of devoted Subjects, 
fill'd with Affection and Exultation on ſo joyful 
an Occaſion — Give the King thy Judgements, 
O God, and thy Righteouſneſs unto the Kings Son. 
Thou Lord and Governour of the Univerſe, from 
whom Princes, originally, derive, not their Go- 
vernments only, but their Qualifications and A- 
bilites to govern, continue to be favourable to 
our Gracious Sovereign upon the Throne, and to 
His Succeſſor after Him, whom Thou haſt now 


ordain'd and conſecrated to that Office, endow 
Them Both with an underſtanding and enlarg'd 


Heart, 
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Heart, to know and to purſue all the good 


Ends of Government, and, as far as Human 
Powers extend, to copy the Plan and Pattern 
Thou haſt ſet them in thy Righteous Adminiſ- 
tration. — The Song begins, You ſee, moſt apt- 


ly and properly, where the Subject does, at the 


Origin and Fountain - Head of Power, from 
which earthly Dominions are ſo many ſeveral 
Streams, iſſued forth to bleſs and fertilize the 


Regions thro' which they run, not, as in ſome 
Countries, to lay waſte and overflow them. An. 


Addreſs to the Majeſty on High, to Him who 
ſitteth at the Top of Judgement, by whom Kings 
reign and Princes decree Juſtice, was plainly the 
Leading Thought, the Firſt Dictate of devout 
Hearts on ſuch an Occaſion, beautiful in the 


Compoſition, and beautiful in the Act of the 


conſenting Worſhippers. I would obſerve far- 
ther, that an Application of the ſort here made, 
at the ſame time that it does Honour to the King 
of Kings by ſo juſt an Acknowledgement of His 


Noble Attribute, contains a fine Leſſon of In- 


ſtruction to inferiour Potentates, not to Solomon 
alone, but to all ſucceeding Kings, and to their 
Subjects likewiſe, pointing out to them Both the 
only firm Bond and Cement of their mutual 
Confidence and Security; and reminding the 
Former in particular, what is the proper Aim 
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19 
of Princely Ambition; where their True Strength 
and Greatneſs lies; and that to bear any Reſem- 
blance to the Majeſty of Heaven there is One 
only Way, which is for he Kings Power to love 


Judgement and Fuſtice. 


The Bleſſing here ſupplicated for Solomon is 
the Same in effect Himſelf afterwards pray'd for, 
and had the Happineſs to poſſeſs in ſo eminent 
a Degree, even a wiſe and underſtanding Heart 
to judge the People, and to diſcern between Good 
and Evil; the Same, which the Queen of Sheba 
gave Teſtimony to, when, having ſurvey'd the 
Order and Oeconomy of His Court and td 
dom, She brake out into this Benediction 
Bleſſed be the Lord thy God, which delighted in 
Thee to ſet Thee on His Throne, to be King for the 
Lord thy God: becauſe thy God loved Ifrael to e- 


ftabli 72 them for ever, therefore made He Thee King 


over them to do Judgement and Fuſtice ; the Same, 
in ſhort, which His Father Dawd bequeath'd to 
Him with His dying Breath, when He ſaid — 


He that ruleth over Men muſt be juſt, ruling in the 


Fear of God. Where This Principle hath firm 
Root in the Royal Breaſt, there groweth out of 
it a Mild, Beneficent, and Friendly Government, 


that Goodly Tree, affording Shade and Shelter 


to as many as come under it againſt all kinds of 
Inclemencies ; or, in other words, that Regular 
5 and 
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and Righteous Adminiſtration prevails, which 
the next Verſe goes on to deſcribe — He hall 


judge thy People with Righteouſneſs and thy Poor 


with Judgement. By Virtue of this one Prin- 
ciple, influencing His whole Conduct, ſhall So- 
lomon in all His Determinations and Actions ap- 
prove Himſelf an upright and uncorrupt Judge, 
never ſwerving intentionally from the exact 
Rule of Right, ever attentive to ſecure both the 
Perſons and Properties of All His Subjects, the 


very Leaſt and Loweſt of them, whom ſo far from 


excluding out of his Regards, He ſhall rather 
deem entitled to his eſpecial Care and Protection 
— We have here mark'd out in few Words, 
void of all Myſtery, the True, Rational, Intel- 
ligible End of Government ; which is not, You 


ſee, to ſet up a Mock and Uſeleſs Pageant, for 
| ſtupid Folks to ſtare at, and pay their unmean- 


ing Homage to; and much leſs a Tyrant-Wretch, 
to trample all Right and Equity under foot ; 
but to erect a Wiſe and Well-temper'd Authori- 


ty, to deal out the Meaſures of Juſtice as they 


ſhall be wanted, to aſcertain and ſecure Rights, 
put a ſtop to Contention and Oppreſſion, and to 
provide againſt the neceſſary and contingent E- 
vils of Life. Such is the Good Magiſtrate's Of- 


fice, felt far and wide, not by thoſe only who 


ſtand within its more immediate Influence, but 


[6] 

of Princely Ambition ; where their True Strength 
and Greatneſs lies; and that to bear any Reſem- 
blance to the Majeſty of Heaven there is One 
only Way, which is for the Kings Power to love 
Judgement and Fuſtice. 

The Bleſſing here ſupplicated for Solomon is 
the Same in effect Himſelf afterwards pray d for, 
and had the Happineſs to poſſeſs in ſo eminent 
a Degree, even a wiſe and underſlanding Heart 


to judge the People, and to diſcern between Good 


and Evil; the Same, which the Queen of Sheba 


gave Teſtimony to, when, having ſurvey'd the 
Order and Oeconomy of His Court and King- 


dom, She brake out into this Benediction — 

Bleſſed be the Lord thy God, which delighted in 
Thee to ſet Thee on His Throne, to be King for the 
Lord thy God: becauſe thy God loved Ijrael to e- 


fabliſh them for ever, therefore made He Thee King 


over them to do Judgement and Fuſtice; the Same, 
in ſhort, which His Father David bequeath'd to 
Him with His dying Breath, when He ſaid — 
He that ruleth over Men muſt be juſt, ruling in the 
Fear of God. Where This Principle hath firm 
Root in the Royal Breaſt, there groweth out of 
it a Mild, Beneficent, and Friendly Government, 
that Goodly Tree, affording Shade and Shelter 
to as many as come under it againſt all kinds of 


Inclemencies ; or, in other words, that Regular 


and 


1171 


and Righteous Adminiſtration prevails, which 
the next Verſe goes on to deſcribe — He /ha!! 
judge thy People with Righteouſneſs and thy Poor 
with Judgement. By Virtue of this one Prin- 
ciple, influencing His whole Conduct, ſhall So- 
lomon in all His Determinations and Actions ap- 
prove Himſelf an upright and uncorrupt Judge, 
never ſwerving intentionally from the exact 
Rule of Right, ever attentive to ſecure both the 
Perſons and Properties of All His Subjects, the 
very Leaſt and Loweſt of them, whom lo far from 
excluding out of his Regards, He ſhall rather 
deem entitled to his eſpecial Care and Protection 
— We have here mark'd out in few Words, 
void of all Myſtery, the True, Rational, Intel- 
ligible End of Government; which is not, You 
ſee, to ſet up a Mock and Uſcleſs Pageant, for 
ſtupid Folks to ſtare at, and pay their unmean- 
ing Homage to; and much leſs a Tyrant-Wretch, 
to trample all Right and Equity under foot ; 
but to erect a Wiſe and Well-temper'd Authori- 
ty, to deal out the Meaſures of Juſtice as they 
I ſhall be wanted, to aſcertain and ſecure Rights, 
5 put a ſtop to Contention and Oppreſſion, and to 
a provide againſt the neceſſary and contingent E- 
vils of Life. Such is the Good Magiſtrate's Of- 
fice, felt far and wide, not by thoſe only who 
ſtand within its more immediate Influence, but 
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[8] 
by others in the remoter Proſpects of its Power, 
and, to make uſe of an Eaſtern Alluſion, deſ- 
cending like the precious Ointment from the con- 
ſecrated Head to the uttermojt Skirts of the Cloath- 


mg. 


Wonderful, as well as moſt comfortable, are 
the Effects of ſuch Righteous Example ſhining 
forth in the Supreme Magiſtrate. Subjects of all 
Degrees, according to the Circumſtances of their 
Stations, will ſtudy to reſemble what they ſo 
much reverence. All the ſubordinate Admini- 
ſtrations in particular will take their Colour 
and Character from hence, and convey down in 
the ſame clear Stream what comes ſo pure and 


uncorrupt to them from the Fountain. So much 


is intimated. to us in the words following, with 
a Conciſeneſs and Significancy peculiar to the 
Eaſtern Poetry. — The Mountains ſhall bring Peace 
to the People, and the little Hills by Righteouſneſs. 


As Many as are rais'd above their Fellow-Sub- 


jects by Elevations of Office or Authority, ſhall 
employ it to the ſame good Purpoſes, ſhall con- 
form ſtrictly to the Example and Beneficent In- 
tentions of the Sovereign. — This is no more 
than Natural; Power under ſuch Government will 
be lodg'd of courſe in ſafe and good Hands, diſ- 
pos'd of their own accord to uſe it honourably, 


and much more with ſuch influencing Example 


| before 


[9] 


before their Eyes. 'Tis impoſſible for Oppreſ- 
ſion or Arbitrary Abuſe to keep itſelf in Coun- 
tenance, or to be endur'd for any Continuance 
in ſuch a well-order'd State: whereas, in Cir- 
cumſtances the reverſe of theſe, 'tis miſerable to 
think what poor Subjects often ſuffer from un- 
derling and petty Tyrants, thoſe little Hills, 
which yet are heavy enough to cruſh and over- 
lay their helpleſs Fellow- Subjects, ſo far from 
being diſcountenanc'd by the Examples of their 
Superiours, that they are perhaps retain'd by them 
for theſe cruel Purpoſes. But a Good King cha- 
feth away all ſuch Evil with His Eyes; He is a- 
wake and intent to know what is doing, and 
eſpecially what Evil is doing every where. In 
Him the pooreſt Subje& has a ſure Refuge a- 
gainſt the Power of the greateſt. Incapable 
_ Himſelf of doing Wrong, He is as incapable of 
ſuffering it to be done by others, even by thoſe 
in the higheſt Stations, and particularly in the 
caſe of the Helpleſs and Defenceleſs. For as the 
Eſalmiſt goes on — He ſhall judge the Poor of the 
People, He ſhall ſave the Children of the Needy, 
and ſhall break in pieces the Oppreſſor. To be 
ſure that they are fairly dealt by He ſhall de- 
pute None but the moſt Worthy and Reputable 
to repreſent Him in that Office, and Himſelf, 
where it can be done, ſhall overſee and take 


B Cogni- 


ET. 


Cogniſance of their Caſe, right them in all their 
juſt Claims and Expectations, reſcue their little 
Inheritances out of the Hands of the Rapacious, 
and do exemplary Juſtice on their Oppreſſors. 
— To defend the Poor and Fatherleſs, to ſee that 
thoſe in Need and Neceſſity have Right, is God's 
_ expreſs and repeated Command to Magiſtrates ; 
which the Good Magiſtrate will moſt conſcien- 
tiouſly obey, as well knowing that Perſons ſo 
bereft have a Right to His Aſſiſtance, not only 
as God's Creatures and the King's Subjects in 
common, but, which gives them all imaginable 
Claim, His poor, defenceleſs Subjects, who, if 
they have not His and the Law's Help, muſt be 
_ utterly helpleſs, and lie at the Mercy of cruel 
Men, ready to take Advantage of their expos'd 
Condition to diſtreſs and undo them. But all 
ſuch inhuman Offenders ſhall be ſure to feel the 
Weight of the Good Magiſtrate's Arm, for He 
beareth not the Sword in vain, but will ſtrike it 
with its full Blow on the Necks of ſuch Op- 
preſſors; He ſhall break them in pieces, ſays the 
P/alm/t, ſhall not only demand ample Repara- 
tion for paſt Injuries done His poor Subjects, 
but for ever diſable thoſe wicked Men, as far 
as good Laws executed in their utmoſt Severity 
will empower Him, from repeating them, and 
deter Others by their Examples from the like 
Practi- 


. 

Practices. Power thus vigorouſly employ'd in 
Behalf of the Poor Deſtitute, while it is attend- 
ed with the Bleſſing of Him that is ready to pe- 
riſb, and with the Shouts of all good Subjects, 
has a terrifying Aſpe& to Oppreſſors, and will 
make thoſe Afraid, whom Nothing can make 
Aſham'd. So we find in the Verſe following — 
They ſhall fear Thee as long as the Sun and Moon 
endure, throughout all Generations. The Exem- 
plary Puniſhment inflicted upon Offenders of all 
kinds under the Government of Solomon, ſhall 
not only be a powerful reſtraint upon Wicked- 
neſs for the preſent, but the Fame thereof ſhall 
long outlive Him, and Oppreſlors in after-times 
' ſhall tremble at the very Mention of His Aveng- 
ing Adminiſtration. Note here a beautiful 
| Apoſirophe, or Turn of Expreſſion into the Form 
of an immediate Addreſs to Solomon, preſent, no 
doubt, in Perſon on ſuch joyful Occaſion; a 
Turn capable, we may conceive, of being finely 
ſet off in the Performance, and calculated to im- 
preſs His generous Soul with quickeſt Sentiments 
of Compaſſion for the Injur'd, and Deteſtation 
of Injuſtice and cruel Wrong. They ſhall fear 
THEE as long as the Sun and Moon endure, 
throughout all Generations. The Continuance of 
the Sun and Moon, and throughout all Generations, 
are Expreſſions often put to denote any indefi- 
FE DOT B 2 nite 
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nite Space of Time unuſually prolong d. I have 
only to add on this Head — © That the Terror 
« of violated Laws is what keeps the World in 
« Awe, as far as it is kept in Awe; which No- 
«thing ſo well preſerves as wholeſome and ſea- 
<« ſonable Examples of Severity; and that to be 
« dreaded by Wicked Subjects ſeems as eſſen- 
« tially belonging to Wiſe Government as to be 
e rever d by Good Ones.” | 
But the Gentler and Milder Side of Govern- 
ment was the P/almi/?”s more ſeaſonable Topick, 
and whereon He principally delights to dwell. 
The Subject of Wrath is diſmiſs'd therefore, as 
ſoon almoſt as introduc'd, to make way for a 
ſofter Scene of Mercy and Benignity, exhibited - 
to us under one of the moſt agreeable and genial 
Images in Nature. — He ſhall come down hke Rain 
upon the Mowen Graſs, as Showers that water the 
Earth. As terrible as is the King's Wrath to the 
Oppreſſor and Evil-doer, His Favour and Ten- 
derneſs to the afflicted Poor ſhall be as refreſh- 
ing and comforting as warm Showers to the 
Naked Ground, newly ſtript of its Cloathing, 
mellowing and making it ſoft with the Drops of 
Rain, and enabling it to put forth again in all 
its Strength and Verdure — Tis impoſſible to 
paint in more lively Colours the deſtitute Con- 


dition of the Diſtreſs d, and the Efficacy and 
Fulneſs 


[ 134 
Fulneſs of the Comfort imparted to them, whoſe 
Souls gaſp'd as a Thirſty Land. The ſame Simi- 
litude, a little varied in the Expreſſion, occurs 
in the laſt Words of David before referr'd to — 
He ſhall be — as the tender Graſs ſpringing out of 
the Earth by clear ſhining after Rain. And So- 
lomon Himſelf has likewiſe adopted the Alluſion 
where He ſays — The King's Wrath is as the Ro- 
ring of a Lion, but His Favour is as the Dew up- 
on the Graſs, The Oppreſſor of the Poor He 
has elſewhere liken'd to a Sweeping Rain that 
leaveth no Food, of which the Beneficent Magiſ- 
trate is in every Reſpect the reverſe, reſembling 
the Soft, Dewy, Deſtilling Rain, the Cloud drop 
+ ping Fatneſs. It is obvious to remark on this 
Paſſage — that a compaſſionate Regard to the 
Diſtreſſes and Miſeries of Fellow-Creatures is a 
Quality exceedingly commendable in all Condi- 
tions, but in the Heights of Power, (too apt to 
beget an Indifference and Inſenſibility towards 
ſuch Objects,) it has Attractions irreſiſtible : Such 
Condeſcenſions from a Throne are indeed like 
kind Showers from Heaven, diffuſing Comfort 
all around, paid back in Showers of Bleſſings 
upon the Royal Head, and adorning it better 
than its Crown. For ſurely Solomon Himſelf in 
all His Glory never appear'd more amiable or 
more majeſtick, in the Sight of God or Man, 


than 
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than when employ'd in Ads of ſuch ſeaſonable 
Beneficence. 

The ſame beautiful Sentiment accompanies 
us to the next Verſe, ſtill enlarging and grow- 
ing as it goes on — In His Days ſhall the Righ- 
teous flouriſh, and Abundance of Peace ſo long as 
the Moon endureth. Nor ſhall His Beneficence 
be confined only to the Diſtreſs'd and Unfortu- 
nate, but the Virtuous and Well-deſerving of 
every Sort ſhall partake of His Blefling, ſhall 
thrive and proſper in the Sunſhine of His Fa- 
vour, to the increaſing and multiplying Peace, 
Satisfaction, and Security throughout all the 


Land — Righteous Men, Perſons by Affection 


well-inclin'd, and by Character and ſuitable Qua- 
lifications as well-enabled to do Government 


Faithful Service, are the Proper and Prime Ob- 


jects of Its Favour. Encouragements are lodg'd 
in its Hands by the Community for this very 
Purpoſe ; and when they are thus wiſely dealt 
out and diſtributed, the Voice of a whole Peo- 
ple ſanctifies the Good Act; when it goeth well, 
in this manner, with the Righteous, the City re- 


Joyceth, ſaith Solomon Himſelf ; every Man takes 
Pleaſure in ſuch Inſtances of well-plac'd Favour, 


and enjoys them, not merely from Good-will | 
to the favour'd Party, but out of Regard to 
Himſelf and to the Publick. For in truth the 


Grace 


1 
Grace ſo conferr'd, albeit it extend but to a ſin- 
gle Perſon, yet carries in it a Diſpoſition and 
Conduct reaching unto all; it is a Teſtimony, 
one of the ſtrongeſt that can be given, of the 
Patron's great Affection and Tenderneſs for the 
Publick, and there can be no plainer Evidence 
of His own Good Heart than when the King 
delighteth to honour Good Men. There is this far- 
ther good Effect attending it too, that it con- 
tributeth, more than any thing beſides, to the 
Encouragement and Increaſe of Goodneſs ; and 
when it comes to be underſtood that Integrity, 
and Honour, and ſuch like Publick Virtues are 
the moſt ſucceſsful Recommendations to Royal 
Favour, Men take care to be furniſh'd accord- 
; ingly, Righteouſneſs increaſes, and a Nation re- 
= joyces: For what the Prophet aſſerts is not 
. more true of Individuals than of whole Com- 
munities of Men, that te Work of Righteouſneſs 
is Peace, and the Effect of Righteouſneſs Quiet- 
7 neſs and Aſſurance for ever. 
4 The Progreſs from National Peace and Tran- 
quillity to National Proſperity and Glory is na- 
tural in Thought and moſt probable in Event, 
and no wonder we find it then in the Words 
following — He ſhall have Dominion alſo from 
YU Sea to Sea, and from the River unto the Ends of 
= the Earth ; They that dwell in the Wilderneſs ſhalt 
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bow before Him, and His Enemies ſhall hck the 


Duſt ; the Kings and Tarſhiſh and of the Iſles ſhall. 


bring Preſents, the Kings of Sheba and Seba ſhall 


offer Gifts; yea all Kings ſhall fall down before 


Him, all Nations ſhall ſerve Him. By ſuch Pa- 
cifick Arts ſhall Solomon's Empire be enlarg'd 
abundantly, and of the Increaſe of it there ſhall 
be no End; Strangers at fartheſt Diſtance, and 


Enemies of ſtrongeſt Power, People, whom He 


hath not known, as ſoon as they hear of Him, ſhall 


ſerve Him, ſhall pay Him a moſt ſubmiſſive and 


willing Obedience ; Their Princes and chief Per- 
ſonages ſhall attend His Court with Preſents of 
the choiceſt Products of their reſpective Coun- 
tries, in token of their entire Submiſſion to His 


Sovereignty, or for Solicitation of His Aid and 


Protection, which All, both Princes and Peo- 


ple, ſhall from every where reſort to, and for 
their own Welfare and Honour be ambitious of 


ſuch Dependance —— This Part of the Pſalm, 


which I have purpoſely ſoften'd in the Para- 


phraſe, is applied, not unfitly, 70 a Greater than 


Solomon, to the Spiritual Reign and Dominion of 


the Juſt One, whereof Earthly Governments, the 


moſt powerful and proſperous of them, are but 


faint Shadows and Reſemblances. The Words, 
tis confeſs d, in their utmoſt meaning, will ſcarce 
admit of any other Interpretation ; but 'tis no 

uncommon 


. 


[+9] 


uncommon Thing with the Inſpir'd Penmen, in 
the Heat and Rapidity of their Progreſs, to break 
away, as it were, from the immediate Subject 
in hand to ſome kindred Argument of a higher 
Strain, that then preſents itſelf to their glowing 
Imagination; where yet, for the moſt part, ſuch 
Images and Expreſſions are made uſe of, as, in 
a ſober and qualified Senſe, will ſtill be applica- 
ble to the Prime Purpoſe in View. Thus, aba- 
ting ſomewhat of the Eaſtern Sublimity, every 
Article of the preceding Account will be found 
to have been exactly verified in the Reign and 
Perſon of Solomon; and ſucceeding Kings are 
here taught by His Example the true Road to 

Glory. For Reghteouſneſs, now and ever, exalt- 
etb a Nation, both Prince and People, and con- 
ferreth a Power more real and permanent than 
any the moſt victorious Arms can do. A Go- 
vernment fam'd for its Faith, Generoſity, and 
Honour muſt, in the natural Courſe of Things, 
thrive and proſper, acquire a Character, and 
come in time to make ſome Figure in the 
World. Nations near or afar off, as many as 
have Opportunities of experiencing or but hear- 
ing the Report of ſuch good Qualities, will re- 
Pole a Truſt and Confidence in it, more readily 

unite with it in Confederacies, in Commerce, in 
friendly Communications of every kind. From 
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leſs potent States it will derive Wealth, Homage, 
Acceſſion of Strength and Territory, in return 
for Protection, Security and Civil Improvements ; 
They will refort to it as to a common Center of 
Union; and a Government like This, if it be 
not univerſally ſubmitted to, will be rever'd 
however the World over, or, in the Language 
of the Prophet, I will be a Name and a Praiſe 
among all the People of the Earth. 
Having run thus His whole Race of Glory, 
from Jeruſalem to the Ends of the World, the 
Pfalmft returns again, to introduce a more fami- 
liar and endearing Scene, a Scene of domeſtick 
Security and Comfort under the Common Friend 
and Father of His People. Enormous and over- 
grown Dominion has ſomething vaſt and aſto- 
niſhing, but not ſo affecting, in the Conſidera- 
tion. Tis an Object too vague and too diffus d, 
and apter to excite Terror than any more tender 
Thought. But ſuch pleaſing Images as follow) 
the Imagination eagerly embraces, participates 
the Bleſſings they defcribe, and can dwell on 
them with a moſt cordial Delectation. — For 
| He ſhall deliver the Needy when be crieth, the Poor 
alſo, and Him that hath no Helper ; He ſhall ſpare 
tbe Poor and Needy, and ſhall ſave the Souls of the 
Needy; He ſhall redeem their Soul from Deceit 
and Violence, and precious ſhall their Blood be in 
| 5 His 


[ 19 ] 
His Sight. In this His Higheſt State of Proſpe- 
rity and A ſhall Solomon be attentive ſtill to 
all the moſt conſiderate and compaſſionate Of- 
fices of Government: For in Him the Helpleſs, 
how ſoever diſtreſs d, whether by his oppreſſive 
Fellow- Subject or the afflictive Hand of Pro- 
vidence, ſhall find a Deliverer or a Comforter; 
who, ſo far from being laviſh of the Lives of the 


loweſt of his Subjects, ſhall be moſt ſollicitous 


to preſerve them, and to render them eaſy and 
_ eomfortable by a Supply of all the neceſſary Pro- 
viſions both for the Souls and Bodies of the Poor. 
— There may be ſome more dazzling Exertions 
of Power for ought I know, but there can be 
none more amiable or more gratifying to Huma- 
nity than This. Accordingly 'tis the Poet's reite- 
rated Theme, introduc'd by Him again and a- 
gain at almoſt every Turn ; for which this far- 
ther good Reaſon may be given — That theſe 
were the moſt immediate and eſſential Ends of 
Government, moſt open to Popular Apprehen- 
ſion, and moſt univerſally felt and underſtood ; 
I may add, the moſt productive of Affection, 
the beſt Security of Obedience, and on all Ac- 
counts deſerving of foremoſt Place and Mention 
on ſuch Publick Occaſion. Much has been faid 
already on the Amiableneſs of Princely Benefi- 
_ cence and Condeſcenſion, whereto I will only 
Se) Add 
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add in this Place, that tis a Conduct which Wiſ- 
dom, as well as Goodneſs, conſpires to dictate. 
For the Poor and Helpleſs of one ſort or other 
make no inconſiderable Number in all National 
Communities, are a main Strength and Support 
when under due Care and Management; for 
whom if Proviſion of ſome ſort were not to be 
made, the moſt Flouriſhing Societies would ſoon 
took with a melancholy Face, and Government 
Itſelf know little either of Comfort or Security. 
A Prince thus tender of the Lives and For- 


tunes of the very loweſt of His Subjects is Him- 


ſelf fitly recompens d with Long Life, and all 
that can help to make it comfortable or honour- 
able; and accordingly the Pſalmiſt proceeds in 
this manner to requite Him. — And He ſhall 
Live, and to Him ſhall be given of the Gold of She- 


ba, Prayer alſo ſhall be made for Him continually, 


and daily ſhall He be praiſed, The Kings Reign 
thall be Long and Proſperous, enrich'd with 
Wealth, and the more valuable Treaſure of 
Good Subjects Hearts, Happy under His Go- 
vernment, and Wiſe enough to know that they 
are ſo, and not ſcrupulous to proclaim it by all 


ſuitable Returns of Gratitude and Thankfulneſs. 
— Long Life, uſually efteem'd a Bleſſing in 
moſt other Stations, to One ſeated on a Throne 
ſeems attended with Circumſtances more than 


commonly 
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commonly deſireable. It enables a Good Prince 
not barely to lay the Foundations, but to go far 
in compleating and perfecting a Nation's Happi- 
neſs; gives Him the Opportunity He will va- 
lue above moſt Things, to ſee His ſalutary De- 
figns and Proviſions taking Place, His good Peo- 
ple enjoying the Benefit of them, and reaping 
the Harveſt of His painful Huſbandry. On the 
Subject's Part it begets that Aſſurance and Con- 
fidence, which is the Reſult of long and convin- 
cing Experience, and improves Loyalty into a 
fort of Filial Reverence and Affection. A Good 
Reign thus prolong'd intimately endears Prince 
and People to each other, blunts all the Teeth 
of Malice, and melts even the moſt obdurate 
Hearts to a Senſe and Acknowledgement of the 
Bleſhng. I will only add upon this Head 
That the Affections and Applauſes of a Grate- 
ful People, at the fame time that they are a 
« Recompence the eaſieſt to them to make, are 
« the moſt valuable a Good Prince can receive, 
« which therefore generous Hearts will delight 
eto pay, and Nothing but the moſt perverſe In- 
« oratitude can be tempted to withhold from 
« Him.” 

Of Publick Bleſſings One the moſt univerſal- 
ly felt, and moſt Popular Theme of Thankful- 
neſs and Praiſe, is Plenty and Increaſe of the 
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neceſſary Proviſions of Life ; which we might 
expect to find accordingly in this perfect Picture 
of National Proſperity. For thus the P/almi/t 
proceeds — There ſhall be an Handful of Corn in 
the Earth upon the Top of the Mountains, the Fruit 


thereof ſhall ſhake like Lebanon; and They of the 


City ſhall flouriſh like Graſs of the Earth, The 


Country throughout hall land fo thick with 


Corn, that it ſhall be reap'd with amazing Pro- 
duce, not only from the more fertil Spots, from 
the Vallies beneath, but from the very Hill- 
Tops, where it ſhall grow in ſuch Abundance 
and with ſuch Luxuriance, that the Sound there- 
of ſhall be like the Shaking of tall Cedar Trees : 
the City too ſhall ſwarm with Its numerous In- 
habitants, which ſhall be multiplied out of Mea- 


| ſure, and reſemble the Graſs of the Field in the 


Quickneſs and Copiouſneſs of their Increaſe — 
Where Subjects find Themſelves Safe and at 


Eaſe under a Good Government, Secure in the 


Enjoyment of their Poſſeſſions, and Certain to 
reap the Fruit of their Induſtry, their Numbers 
increaſe apace, and they betake themſelves with 
all Chearfulneſs and Alacrity to the ſeveral Arts 
and Employments of Civil Life. Huſbandry and 
the Improvement of Tillage is among the firſt 


Things attended to, and follow'd with ſo cloſe 


an Application, that the Face of a whole Coun- 
| peat 


11 


try is ſoon chang d by it; for not only the more 
kindly Situations, but the moſt ſtubborn and 
ill-condition'd Soils are made to /augh and ſing, 
as the Pſalmiſt elſewhere ſpeaks, and to proclaim 
the happy State and Condition of their Owners. 
Whereas for Want of ſuch Encouragements, or 
by reaſon of the Severities or Uncertainties which 
are the ſad Lot of ſome Subjects, how uſual to 
ſee large Tracts of the moſt fertil Country lying 
Waſte, without Fruit and almoſt without Inha- 
bitant ; Bleſſings, Both of them, if not appro- 
priated to good Government, yet certainly en- 
joy'd in fulleſt Meaſure and Perfection under it. 
A Prince, who is, under Providence, the Hap- 
py Author of ſuch ſubſtantial Bleſſings to a Peo- 
ple, tho' Himſelf but a Man, and limited to the 
Life of a Man, has yet a much longer Term in 
the Memories and Affections of Grateful Sub- 
jets; who, when they have loſt his Beloved 
Perſon, will have His Praiſes continually in their 
Mouths, and tranſmit His Name and Reign with 
Honour to Poſterity. So runs the Pſalmiſt's Ac- 
count of this Matter — His Name ſhall endure 
for ever ; His Name fhall be continued as long as 
the Sun ; and Men ſhall be Bleſſed in Him, all Na- 
tions ſhall call Him Bleſſed. A Reign mark'd with 
ſuch Memorable Bleſſings ſhall be Immortal 
without the Help of Hiſtory to record it, ſhall 
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be handed down from Father to Son, and ho- 
nour'd with the Praiſes of Poſterity, on whom 
the Bleſſings of it ſhall deſcend, and with the 
Teſtimony of the Whole World, which ſhall, 
one way or other, be the Better for it To 
wiſh to have their Services ſubſiſt to After- 
times, and Themſelves honour'd on the Account 
of them, is an Ambition natural to Noble 


Minds, and every way worthy of them. But 


whether this be wiſh'd or not, tis a Reward u- 
ſually attendant upon Merit of ſuch an Exalted 


Kind. The Bleſſings of a Good Reign are not 


eaſily effac'd or forgotten, but ſubfiſt oftentimes 
in their full Force when the Beneficent Author 
of them is no more. Nay even when the Bleſl- 


ings themſelves are worn out, or grown too old 
to be diſtinctly remembred, the Good Reign will 
be current ſtill, and Men will talk of the Happy 


Times in general, the Particulars whereof are 
paſt their Memories. Nor is it any thing ſo un- 
common to ſee Good Princes live again by the 
Prevalence of their Examples, and benefit a Peo- 
ple long after their Deaths, by the Propagation 
of their Principles, and the Communication of 


their Actions, and the Veneration that is paid 


to their Memories — I can't help obſerving on 
this Part of the P/alm, with what exquiſite Art 
and Skill the Prince's — and His People's 


Happi- 


"2 203. 
Happineſs are here alternated and interwoven, 
and ſeem to grow out of each other in the Com- 
poſition, as in Fact they do in the Political State 
of Things. 
The Recital and hopeful Proſpe ct of ſo much 
Publick Happineſs was 8500 to gladden the 
Hearts of the coldeſt Worſhippers,and to lift them 
up in Gratitude to the Adorable Author of all 
Good and Diſpenſer of Bleſſings both to Indi- 
viduals and to Communities, the Great and Only 
Potentate, the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. 
Here the Solemnity firſt opened, and at the ſame 
Point as fitly cloſes in a Triumphant Strain of 
Thankſgiving to the Supreme Majeſty of Heaven, 
wherein we may ſuppoſe the Whole Aſſembly 
to unite, and to fill up with one accord the Ge- 
neral Chorus and Acclamation. — Bleſſed be the 
Lord God, the God of Iſrael, who only doth 200n- 
drous Things; and Bleſſed be His Glorious Name 
for ever, and let the whole Earth be filled with His 
Glory — Amen and Amen. For ſuch abundant 
Bleſſings be the Name of God, the God of this 
Choſen People, and Stupendous Source both of 
their Greatneſs and Happineſs, for ever honour'd | 
and ador'd by Us; and not by Us only but by 
our lateſt Poſterity ; and may all the Kingdoms 
of the Earth come hereafter to the Knowledge of 
His Truth, partake of His Goodneſs, and pro- 
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claim His Glory — This is Patriotiſm in its true 
Spirit and Extent, having Religion, Love of 
Country, and Univerſal Benevolence conjoin'd ; 
Principles not barely conſiſtent, but inſeperable 
from each other. For a Regard to the Welfare 
of one's Country neceſſarily includes a Regard 
to the Deity on whom that Welfare muſt fo 
much depend; and Religion can ſubſiſt but very 
precariouſly and imperfectly without Regard to 
the Creatures of God, who, if not of the ſame 
Country, are yet of the ſame Kind, and Mem- 

bers too of a Community a little more enlarg'd ; 
whom therefore Humanity knows not how to 
exclude from the Care of Providence, but is 
moſt deſirous to comprehend them under it, 
that the ſame Lord over All may be rich unta 
All that call upon Him —— The Latter Clauſe 
of the Benediction is fitly interpreted to reſpect 
that Superiour and Spiritual Dominion, which 
was to take its Riſe too from the Houſe and Line- 
age of David, and whereof we may ſuppoſe Him 
to have had clearer Communications towards 
the Cloſe of Life; a Dominion whoſe Founda- 
tions, as I ſaid, were then laid in David's 
Houſe, which, ſince that Time, has begun its 
Progreſs: upon Earth, is now by many ſecret 
Steps and Advances going on to the Univerſality 
foretold. by the Ejaimift, and will ſubſiſt in its 
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utmoſt Strength and Splendor, when all the 


Kingdoms of the World and the Glorics of them 


are paſſed away. 
I have now done with explaining and enlarg- 


ing on this beautiful P/a/m; in what Light O- 


thers may have been us'd to conſider it I know 


not, but for myſelf will be free to declare, that 


I eſteem it the moſt compleat and finiſh'd 
Draught extant upon the Subject, and find No- 
thing in all Heathen Antiquity deſerving to be 
compar'd with it.* Proceed we now to make 
ſuch Uſes of the Whole, as the preſent Solem- 
nity points out to us. 

To recite and expatiate upon the Bleflings of 
Government might be Diſcourſe full of Offence 


a Should it be objected to the foregoing Expoſition, that 
therein due Regard is not ſhewn to the Spiritual Intention of the 
Eſalmiſt; ſuch Objector will pleaſe to remember, that if there be 
a Spiritual Meaning, there is alſo a Litera/ one moſt certain- 
ly, the Plainer Meaning of the two, and only Proper one for 
our Purpoſe. Spiritual Meanings at Fit Times and in Good Hands 
may be Good Things; but it has not ſerv'd to increaſe one's 
Fondneſs for ſuch Meanings, to have ſeen them ſo often putſued 


of late to the utter Loſs of All Meaning, and to the miſerably 


defacing and maiming ſeveral fine Portions of Scripture. 
b It was once intended to ſubjoin ſome ſimilar Sentiments and 


Alluſions from Claſſic Authors of beſt Note; but 'upon farther 


Thought it ſeem'd probable, that ſeveral fuch would readily oc- 
cur to Readers converſant in that Way, who may be as well 
pleas'd with recolleQing them Themſelves ; and Others, tis pre- 

tum'd, will have no Difficulty to diſpenſe with them, 1 
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to Bad Governours, but is certainly one of the 


beſt Compliments that can be paid to Good Ones. 
For All, who have their Feelings about them, 


will be forward to make the Application, and 


the more ſo perhaps for being leſt at Liberty to 
do it. My Deſign is not therefore to draw long 
and labour d Parallells through each Particular of 


the preceding Account; after the Reflections al- 


ready made ( whereof the Intent, I truſt, is too 


Plain to be miſtaken) a more formal Applica- 


tion would be minute and tedious, and no better 
than an Affront to your Underſtanding and Af- 
fection. Some Things there are too Notorious 
to want or even to bear enforcing, which are 
beſt referr d to Mens own Feelings for the Truth 


of them. Yet, that I may not ſeem to decline 


an Occaſion, not barely warranting but chal- 
lenging, from the Preacher to be ſure, ſome 
more Explicit Declaration of Duty and Affec- 


tion, let me avow once for all — That the 


« Characters of Juſtice and Generoſity, of unva- 
« ried Attention to the Welfare of this Nation, 


and unviolated Regard to All the Rights of 


« All His Subjects, are ſo deeply and indelibly 
« ſtampt on HIS MAJESTY's Mild and 
« Gracious Government; and the Effects there- 
« of ſo ſenſibly felt in the 2 and Proſperous 


« Eſtate of His People, that * Reproachful 


Appel- 


Appellations apart I will only ſay) They 
« muſt be Dim Eyes that cannot ſee, and Gros 
« Hearts that will not underfiand :” I truſt I am 
ſpeaking to None Such but unto Wiſe Men, 
who have their Eyes open to ſee and know the 
Things that ſo evidently belong to their Own 
and the Nation's Peace and Proſperity. From 
this View of them ſome Emotions of Gratitude 
cannot fail to ariſe in our Minds, and an Incli- 
nation to conſider ſeriouſly, whence ſo Great 
Bleſſings are deriv'd to us, and what are the Re- 
turns decent and proper to be made on our Parts. 
The Pſalm above explain'd at its very En- 
trance has intimated to us, and, without ſuch 
Intimation, our own Underſtandings might have 
told us, where our Firſt Thanks are due, to 
that Supreme Majeſty, I mean, Who is only the 
moſt Higheſt over all the Kingdoms of the Earth; 
in Whoſe Hand are the Hearts of Kings, as the 
Rivers of Water, to turn them whitherſoever He 
w:ll, and to appoint them as Inſtruments of Prof- 
perity or Deſolation to a Nation. That the Al- 
mighty Power intereſts itſelf in the Fate of King- 
doms,and interpoſes in this manner to make them 
Happy or Miſerable by putting down One and 
ſetting up Another, and by protecting and pre- 
ſerving Princes, We of this Nation can need no 
other Proof than our own Pregnant Experience. 
Facts 
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Facts afar off or freſh within every one's Memo- 
ry are Teſtimonies of this Truth never to be for- 
gotten by us: And in full Aſſurance of it, 1 


doubt not, we are all here aſſembled, and have 


been making our Supplication and Thankſgiving 
unto God for the Continuance and Increaſe of 
His Blefling on Our Sovereign, And God be 
prais'd, that Thoſe He has appointed to rule o- 
ver us are Such as we can Truly Thank Him for; 
and that Good Men can come together on theſe 
Occaſions, and diſcharge their Duty to God and 
their King, Heartily and Honeſtly, without any 
ſecret Softenings or Reſervations. 

But Providence means not ſo entirely to en- 


groſs our Thankfulneſs for its Bleſſings, as to 
leave us unmindful of the Immediate Hand that 


reaches them forth to us. Its kind Inſtrument 
muſt be thank'd too, and highly honour'd, and 
cordially belov'd by us: and where great Qyzet- 
neſs is enjoy d by the Wiſdom of the Sovereign, 
and very Worthy Deeds are done unto a Nation by 
His Providence, Good Subjects will know how 
to value ſuch Benefits, and accept them always in 
all Places with all Thankfulneſs ; will endeavour 
not to be wanting in ſuitable Returns for them, 
but labour to the utmoſt of their Power to im- 
prove and help forward the Publick Welfare. 
And much it will always be in their Power, in 
1 ſuch 


[ 3x } 


ſuch a Government as Ours, where the General 
Voice, and Acceptance, and Concurrence are fo 
often wanted; in defe& whereof the beſt-concert- 
ed Endeavours of Superiours may frequently mif- 
carry, or fall ſhort of their intended Aim. In 

the Caſe of Ordinary and Private Favours Re- 
ſpect, and Acknowledgement, and ſome ſuitable 
Return on the Side of the Oblig'd is commonly 
look'd for, and Perverſe or Ungrateful are the 

beſt Names we give to thoſe who pay no regard 
to theſe Conditions. To Good Government, 
One of the greateſt and moſt extenſive Benefits, 
the Same muſt undoubtedly be due in Propor- 

tion, and will be paid by all who know what 
Gratitude, or Honour, or Publick Good, or their 
own Private Intereſts mean. So much, I ſay, 
muſt be due to Good Government in general, 
and if ſo, to That Government moſt certainly, 


which has approv'd itſelf Faithful in a long 


Courſe of Trial, and which an Experience of 
almoſt Thirty Years has taught all Good Men 
to revere and honour fo highly. Fidelity then 
and Affection, Clear, and Open, and Honeſt Af- 
fection, expreſs'd in all the Proper Acts and Of- 
fices of it, is apparently Every Good Subject's 


Part; what ſuch Proper Offices are Mens re- 


ſpective Stations and Opportunities muſt point 
out to them. 


Some, 
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Some, by means of their Higher Rank or 
more Enlarg'd Underſtandings, are call'd to the 
Honourable Office of Adviſing their Sovereign 
in the Weightier Affairs of Government; which 
Strict Affection will prompt them to do Faith- 


fully and Couragequſly, according to their own 


beſt Informations, and with a fix d Attention to 


the Common Intereſt and That of their Maſter, 
which Good Policy will never put aſunder. 


To Some it belongs, in Conjunction with the 
Sovereign, to enact the neceſſary Laws, and to 
furniſh other, both conſtant and occaſional, Pro- 
viſions for Publick Service. Where True Af- 
fection is, it will ſhew itſelf in Such by acce- 
lerating and ſetting forward the Good Work of 
Government, by chearfully affording it every 
Sort of Support, and, on all Special Occaſions, 
by repoſing a ready Truſt and Confidence in 
Thoſe who are known to be Incapable of abu- 
ling it. And to the Praiſe of Theſe Our Fel- 
low-Subjects it ſhould be ſpoken, that on No 
Occaſion have They been wanting, either in 
Profeſſion or Performance, to Their King and 
Country, and, on a late Alarming Occaſion in 
particular, were forward to ſpeak a Language 
and purſue a Conduct that ſpread Courage 
throughout the Nation, and infus d no leſs Ter- 
ror into its Enemies, who may well be afraid 
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to give Open Diſturbance to a Government ſup- 
ported by the Hands and Hearts of a Loyal and 


Grateful People. 


Others have it in Charge to fight the King's 
Battles, and to go forth againſt His and Their 
Enemies; with what Alacrity and Reſolution 


Thoſe Enemies Themſelves be Witneſſes. In 


the ſame Spirit, ſeconded with the Warmeſt 
Wiſhes of the whole Nation, are Many of our 
Brave Countrymen now embark'd, to aſſert Bri- 
tiſb Rights, and put a ſtop to Treacherous En- 
croachments : Succeſs attend their Righteous 
Cauſe and Reſolute Support of it; may They 
bring Home Victory and Security from Ambi- 

tious Rivals, and a Safe and Free Courſe to 


obſtructed Commerce; and may Britiſb Valour 


never fail of its Reward from Britif Gene- 
roſity. 


Among the reſt of our Fellou- Subjects WE 


kive our Part aſſign'd us too, and a Part it is 


of no trifling Conſideration or Account — To 
form the Principles and Manners of the riſing 


Generation; to teach Men betimes the Reve- 


rence due to Authority, to honour their King 
and love their Country; in a Word, to make 
Good Men and Good Subjects, and to ſend 
them forth furniſh'd with every virtuous Qua- 
lity and Accompliſhment for the future Ser- 
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